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Synopsis

This volume in the Problems in European Civilization series features a collection of
secondary-source essays focusing on aspects of the Holocaust. The essays in this book debate the
origins of the Holocaust, the motivations of the killers, the experience of the victims, and the various

possibilities for intervention or rescue.
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Customer Reviews

Donald L. Niewyk is professor of history at Southern Methodist University. He received his Ph.D.
from Tulane University in 1968. He specializes in modern European history. His research centers
around Germany between the two World Wars, and his teaching interests range broadly from
political to cultural and social history since the Enlightenment. He is the author of three books:
Socialist, Anti-Semite, and Jew; The Jews in Weimar Germany; and The Holocaust: Problems and
Perspectives of Interpretation. He is also an editor of The Columbia Guide to the Holocaust. He is

currently preparing a study of Holocaust survivors.

Great book for comprehensive exam prep if you need an overview of the major arguments on a

topic. | have several of these that were recommended by my advisor.

This book is a collection of works concerning six different aspects of the Holocaust. Each chapter
consists of a theme. These themes in turn are discussed and debated by a number of different

authors/ historians who each share a perspective of an event or belief about the Holocaust.| really



enjoyed reading this text for a number of reasons. First, | enjoyed the multiple perspective approach
to each theme because it gave me a more well rounded view of the ins and outs of each topic.
Normally when you read a historical book you only get the authors opinion, but by having a number
of different authors write on the same subject and sharing their differing opinions | found it beneficial
in forming my own.Secondly, | learned a lot from this book because of the range of topics that the
author chose to include; from the origins to the possibility of rescue. Although it was sad to read
some of the facts and accounts of the Holocaust told here | really gained a lot of insight into the

more challenging aspects of the Holocaust such as: Jewish resistance and bystanders reactions.

Donald L. Niewyk’s, THE HOLOCAUST: THIRD EDITION, is a wonderful up-to-date anthology on
the current historical debates surrounding the interpretation and meaning of the Holocaust for the
PROBLEMS IN EUROPEAN CIVILIZATION SERIES.Books from the PROBLEMS IN EUROPEAN
CIVILIZATION SERIES are mainly designed for upper-level undergraduate and graduate level
European history courses.Controversies are presented in a topical format and prominent Holocaust
historians present their evidence. Thus enabling the reader to gain a well-balanced interpretation of
the Holocaust.Topics and chapters covered: Origins of the Holocaust, Motivations of the Killers, The
Holocaust Experience, The Problem of Jewish Resistance, Bystanders Reactions and Possibilities

of Rescue.An excellent representation of Holocaust history.
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